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himself. In the evenings, during his watch below, he would
be seen pacing silently up and down the port or starboard
alleyway. When you passed him he flattened hirmelf
against the bulkhead and then continued his walk with
steady measured tread. He was what is known as a 4* good
steady hand " but to me he seemed to be a mirack* of re-
source and sagacity, as difficult to shake as the rock of Gib-
raltar. He was the kind of sailor who is never far from his
needle and his palm, from a marline-spike or a clasp-knife.
When you saw him sitting on the forward well deck, sur-
rounded by billowing canvas, making a sail, you felt that if
the world came to an end at that moment his short, hard,
capable fingers would not cease and that until eight bells had
struck and the watch was over the world catastrophe must
wait. Since he had been old enough to pull an oar, as he
said himself, he had been used to small boats. He had
worked with and owned small fishing vessels, herring drifters,
off the coast of Scotland all his life. What was the second
point west of the observation camp to him? He had served
with the Hudson Bay Company in the Arctic and with Maw-
son in the Antarctic before joining the Discovery II six years
ago. Perhaps it was natural that this wise and experienced
old sailor should have automatically already taken moral and
spiritual charge of our party. There was no one of us,
except perhaps Walker, who was not a child compared with
him, I, at any rate, felt that I should be horribly unequal
to any of the emergencies which, with a sinking feeling, I
began to foresee in our present situation.
I foresaw them less, however, after Matheson's hash,
George had come down into the cabin feet first, letting in a
further whirl of snow. He looked worried and distraught
He wiped the back of his hand across his forehead and said,
"Aye! The old brute! " several times. But after a plateful
of hash the old brute seemed to lose some of her evil peraon-
ality and appeared after all only as a collection of interlocked
metal parts. She was made to work and work she should*